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Vaccine 
Confidence
What is vaccine confidence & 
why is it important? 

03
Frequently Asked 
Questions
How to Answer Frequently 
Asked Questions About the 
COVID-19 Vaccine
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Vaccine Overview
Background on vaccines & 
their benefits
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Wrap Up
Questions & Resources

AGENDA
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Speaker Presentation:

• Erin Miller on The Child 
Protection Team 

AGENDA
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Upcoming Pediatric 
Tabletop on March 27th 
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Pediatric Priorities:
• Niki Shimko on focuses for 

upcoming Pediatric efforts

04
Open Floor



The Pediatric Task 
Force 

Purpose:

Dedicated to improving 
pediatric emergency 
preparedness and response in 
Southwest Florida.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pediatric Task Force  was formed to improve pediatric emergency preparedness and response in Southwest Florida.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
I would like to introduce Erin Miller. Erin began her career as a pediatric trauma nurse with Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital. She then became a nurse practitoner specializing in child abuse and has been covering five counties in SWFL for the last 4 ½ years. She teaches pediatrics for a local university and has recently begun working as an expert consultant with Penn State University on their pediatric teleSANE team.

She is board certified as a pediatric nurse practitioner, a child abuse medical provider, and a pediatric sexual assault nurse examiner.  She is also an expert witness in pediatrics and child abuse in both criminal and dependency court and has seen well over 1,000 children since she began working at the Children's Advocacy Center of Southwest Florida.



Niki Shimko, As the nurse manager of Golisano Children’s 
Hospital’s Transport Team, Nichole “Niki” Shimko oversees 
the day‐to‐ day operations of transporting pediatric patients to 
that facility—the region’s only children’s hospital. She has been 
with Lee Health System for over 20 years. Niki has been 
instrumental in expanding STARS (Special Needs Tracking 
and Awareness Response System) from the Midwest  and 
bringing it to Southwest Florida bridging care of the special 
needs children with first responders. When the aftermath of 
Hurricane Ian left Golisano Children’s Hospital with no water 
pressure, Niki was tasked with evacuating all of the facility’s 
patients to other hospitals across the state of Florida. Of the 81 
children needing to be transported, 62 were neonatal intensive 
care unit (NICU) babies, some of whom weighed less than a 
pound

Pediatric Clinical Advisor Report

Nichole “Niki” Shimko, 
Msn, RN, CCRN, CPN, C-NPT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I would like to introduce……Niki Shimko, as well as everything you see on the screen, Niki sits on a number of committees and is our Pediatric Clinical Advisor




Data:

30 million pediatric ED visits a year
97% of EDs caring for children are 
nonchildren’s hospitals
About 50% are transported to higher 
level of care >60 min away
60% to 76% lower odds of in-hospital 
death associated with care in high-
readiness Eds 



National Gap 
Analysis

Numerous silos 
among community 

partners in planning, 
training, exercise, 

and response

Deficits in training 
and capabilities for 

transporting pediatric 
patients among 

emergency and non-
emergency 

ambulance providers

Lack of designated 
pediatric champion in 

the emergency 
departments and 

among EMS 
providers

Only 15 states have 
laws that address 

family reunification.

SILOS Training Lack of 
PECC

Family 
Reunification

How we have helped 
as an HCC:

• 228 Pediatric 
Restraint Devices
to 10 agencies

• Pediatric in Disaster 
for Training

• Encouraging PECC
• Surge Annex 

Exercise 



National Gap 
Analysis

How we have helped 
as an HCC:

• 228 Pediatric 
Restraint Devices
to 10 agencies

• Pediatric in Disaster 
for Training

• Encouraging PECC
• Surge Annex 

Exercise 

General 
Hospitals

Lack of 
Resources 

No Peds 
Disaster 

Response
Decon

Have gaps in training 
and equipment to 

accommodate 
pediatric patients, 

while 90% of 
pediatric patients 
are known to be 

seen in community 
hospitals.

For community 
physicians to build 
confidence in their 

care.

Pediatric disaster 
specialty capable 

teams are no longer 
present in the 

National Disaster 
Medical System. 

Decon standards 
for Children are 

different.



Focuses for upcoming 
Pediatric efforts. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poll

Based on what was presented, where should we as the Coalition focus our efforts for pediatrics in the upcoming year. 
1. Deficits in training and capabilities for transporting pediatric patients among emergency and non-emergency ambulance providers
2. Lack of designated pediatric champion in the emergency departments and among EMS providers
3. Looking at family reunification
4. Decon capabilities for Children
Other suggestions




The Pediatric Surge Annex will be 
used to conduct our surge exercise

Pediatric Surge 
Exercise

March 27th, 2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just a reminder of the Pediatric Surge Exercise is a required exercise. We still need representation from EMS, Emergency Management. This exercise will be held March 27th from 9A to 12:30. 




Next Meeting
March 19th, 2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next Meeting March 19th starting at 2:00PM



Open Forum?
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