
Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition 

Request for Funding 
The mission of the Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition is to 

support regional healthcare emergency preparedness, response, and 
recovery capabilities through collaboration, training, and planning. 

REQUEST FOR FUNDING PROPOSAL 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Project or Purchase Title: 

Project Type: ☐ Training/Education ☐ Supplies/Equipment ☐ Exercise or Other (Please describe):

Date: Amount Requested: 

Organization Name: 

Current address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Agency Type: For Profit ☐ Non-Profit ☐ Government ☐ Other:

CONTACT PERSON INFORMATION 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Phone: Email: 

Title: 

SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON INFORMATION

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Phone: Email: 

Title: 

SHIPPING INFORMATION 

Recipient Name: 

Company Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip Code: 

WHAT GAP YOU ARE FILLING 

Plan and conduct coordinated exercises with health care coalition members and other response organizations. 

☐ Educate, train and conduct coordinated exercises for members and other related organization on identified preparedness and
response gaps.

☐ Assess and coordinate distribution and sharing of regional healthcare preparedness and response resources.

☐ Assess and address gaps in preparedness for specific populations such as children, pregnant women, seniors, individuals
with access and functional needs, including people with disabilities, and others with unique needs.

☐ Identify and work to fill gaps related to health care worker and responder safety and resilience.

☐ Promote the value of health care and medical readiness particularly among clinicians and community leaders.
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PROJECT PHASE 

Is this a new project? 

☐ Yes ☐ No

Dose this sustain an existing capability? 

☐ Yes ☐ No

Dose this project build/enhance a capability? 

☐ Yes ☐ No

Will items be used for daily use? 

☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A

Can this project be completed by 06/30/25? 

☐ Yes ☐ No

If this project is not funded in the current cycle, would you like it to be considered in future cycles? 

☐ Yes ☐ No

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
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IMPACT (Please give additional details below) ☐ Statewide ☐ Regionwide ☐ Countywide

☐ Municipality ☐ Multi-Agency ☐ Single Agency

Please describe the potential impact for the selected groups

Please describe how this project contributes to the coalition mission and helps fulfill one or more of the prioritized gaps.

(Refer to Information packet for list of gaps)
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If you are requesting items, please describe where they will be stored and plans for any training and maintenance that may 
be required 
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Health Planning Council of Southwest Florida, Inc. Purchase Authorization 
 

Requestor Name:   Date Requested:    

Date of Event (if applicable)   
 

All information must be complete, or the request will not be processed. Include ALL services for which funding is being 
requested. Payments will be made directly to the vendor unless reimbursement has been pre-authorized. If the vendor 
is new, the vendor will be required to complete a W-9. All boxes should be completed before the request is placed. 

 

TO BE FILLED OUT BY PARTICIPANT 

ITEM VENDOR $ AMOUNT 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Select One 

 
☐ We have attached bids (at least 3, can be internet quotes or prices) and chose a source based on: 

 

 

☐ The product or services is unique and only available from a single source. We have determined that the cost 
is reasonable and commensurate with the value received. (Please explain) 

 

 
 
 
 

Signature: ___________________________________________________ D a t e : _________________ 


	Date:  10/28/24
	Amount Requested:  $ 2,504.31
	Organization Name:  Family Initiative, Inc.
	Current address:  730 SW 4th Street, Suite 6
	City:  Cape Coral
	State:  FL
	ZIP Code:  33991
	Email_2:  avandrie@fi-florida.org 
	Title_2:  Vice President
	Zip Code:  3991
	PROJECT DESCRIPTION Refer to Information packet for list of gapsRow1: Family Initiative is committed to engaging in community partnerships to empower families & ensure the safety, permanency, & well-being of children. Utilizing a family-centered & holistic approach, we maintain transparency in collaborating with all we serve. We believe families come first. Last. And always.  Family Initiative's vision is to fundamentally change the nature of autism support, through utilizing innovative approaches and remaining firmly planted in compassion to create a continuum of care to ensure every individual on the autism spectrum, from infancy to adulthood can thrive. 



At Family Initiative, we primarily serve children, adolescents, and young adults on the autism spectrum and their families, through clinical services, community programs, and support services.  The prevalence of Autism has continued to increase rapidly since Family Initiative was created. From 1 in 101 less than a decade ago, to currently 1 in 36 children diagnosed with autism. Individuals on the autism spectrum have unique needs, based on the level of severity of their diagnosis, as well as how their autism impacts their daily functioning.  Southwest Florida, the headquarters for Family Initiative, has also experienced an explosion in population growth. The absence of a regional provider to meet the burgeoning need of this population created a void and compelled Family Initiative to develop a full array of services and programs. From early intervention to workforce and young adult services, we have grown with our community and families to meet the need.



Family Initiative requests funding to purchase Sensory Bags to be used when deployed throughout Florida to assist with management of ASD typical behaviors. Uses may include but are not limited to: deployment for use by staff in special needs shelters, general population shelters supporting individuals with autism, provisions to individual families, and at community events. 



Sensory Bags will be used in conjunction with the Family Initiative's newly acquired Response Sensory trailer or stand alone. The sensory bags will include items first responders, shelter staff, or FI staff can provide to individuals and families for continued use outside of the trailers. Items include a variety of options to meet sensory needs and assist with regulation and calming.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	IMPACT Please give additional details below Statewide Regionwide Countywide Municipality Multi Agency Single Agency Please describe the potential impact for the selected groupsRow1: After Hurricane Ian, the Family Initiative Autism Center in Cape Coral served as a POD location (Point of Distribution) for water, food, and other recovery items. The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD), Florida Department of Health (FDOH), and other agencies utilized the center as a hub to gather information about the special needs population and to meet those needs as best as possible. This led to further discussion about how Family Initiative can better prepare and partner with the City of Cape Coral and Lee County to better serve autism families in future disasters.   



This experience led Family Initiative to advocate through grant requests and purchase a Sensory Trailer to further support autism families. The Sensory Trailer will be utilized in blue skies to support the ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder) community at public community events. The trailer will also be deployed during gray skies as an emergency response and support for ASD families. We understand that emergency personnel are faced with increasing numbers of individuals that have ASD and will require support to assist these individuals in a crisis situation. Uses of the sensory trailer may include but are not limited to: deployment for use by staff in special needs shelters, at general population shelters to support individuals with autism, to make provisions to individual families accessible post storm, and as a support at community events. Funding requested through this grant application is for sensory supplies to fill sensory bags that are used in conjunction with the sensory trailer and for support of ASD individuals during emergency response.   



More recently, Family Initiative staff and clinical team members deployed throughout Florida in areas significantly impacted by Hurricane Helene, including the towns of Mayo, Horseshoe Beach, and Saint Petersburg. And, just 10 days after its initial deployment, the FI team and trailer redeployed to Sarasota to assist families in the wake of Hurricane Milton.  This mobile unit is designed to offer crucial support for families with loved ones diagnosed with ASD, who face additional challenges during natural disasters. In just three days after Hurricane Helene, Family Initiative assisted 650 families, providing children and youth with a safe space to find normalcy and joy while managing their anxieties amidst difficult circumstances. The Sensory Trailer also provided parents with a much-needed respite, as it is deployed alongside vital recovery resources such as FEMA, DSNAP, Hope Florida, and other agencies. By partnering with these organizations, Family Initiative has created a framework that offers both immediate relief and long-term recovery assistance for families in crisis across the State. 



 
	Please describe how this project contributes to the coalition mission and helps fulfill one or more of the prioritized gapsRow1: Sensory bags can be used throughout the region and State through Resiliency Hubs, Disaster Recovery Centers, Medical Stations, or other means of distribution used for a particular emergency. Family Initiative was inspired to create this type of emergency ASD support based on needs that emerged during Hurricane Ian. Since that time the Association for Persons with Disabilities (APD) and the Department of Children and Families (DCF) has activated Family Initiative to deploy Sensory Bags to the cities of Perry, Madison, and Live Oak for Hurricane Idalia, for those arriving from Israel, and more recently in the areas impacted by Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton. The Florida Department of Health and Family Initiative have begun exploring ways to better prepare medical personnel and shelter staff for the growing autistic population.  FI and the Florida Department of Health will continue to work with the Florida Division of Emergency Management, Association for Persons with Disabilities, Lee County Emergency Management, and others to train and enhance emergency response to individuals with autism.



Services provided through the deployment of our Sensory Trailer and distribution of Sensory Bags will positively impact individuals and families’ quality of life, provide access to needed services and resources, and for emergency responders provide the ability to perform their duties at every level with individuals with different exceptionalities.  An approximate number of people served by this project will be 5,000-10,000 per year. 



Through this project we can provide supportive services that do not currently exist in many communities—mobile emergency response for the ASD community, support for the ASD community at public community events, and support the work of emergency personnel in crisis situations in working with the autism community and those with other exceptionalities.



Thank you for your consideration in supporting Family Initiative, and for all your do to support the ASD community and bring awareness! 
	ITEMRow1: Sensory bags and Items-variety
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	VENDORRow3: 
	 AMOUNTRow3: 
	ITEMRow4: 
	VENDORRow4: 
	 AMOUNTRow4: 
	ITEMRow5: 
	VENDORRow5: 
	 AMOUNTRow5: 
	ITEMRow6: 
	VENDORRow6: 
	 AMOUNTRow6: 
	ITEMRow7: 
	VENDORRow7: 
	 AMOUNTRow7: 
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	 AMOUNTRow9: 
	D a t e: 11/4/24
	Other: 
	Project or Purchase Title:  ASD Sensory Bags
	Name:  David Brown
	Address:  730 SW 4th Street, Suite 6 
	City_2:  Cape Coral
	State_2:  FL
	ZIP Code_2:  33991
	Phone:  239-691-4517
	Email:  dbrown@fi-florida.org
	Title:  President
	Name_2:  Anjali Van Drie
	Address_2:  730 SW 4th Street, Suite 6
	City_3:  Cape Coral
	State_3:  FL
	ZIP Code_3:  33991
	Phone_2:  239-645-0458
	Recipient Name:  David Brown
	Company Name:  Family Initiative, Inc.
	Address_3:  730 SW 4th Street, Suite 6
	City_4:  Cape Coral 
	State_4:  FL
	Storage & maintainance: Sensory bags and supplies are stored in an air-controlled storage unit. Sensory bags are pre-filled with sensory toys and fidgets, and stored "ready to use",  in the case of immediate deployment needs.  Family Initiative (FI) has provided resources on sensory regulation and ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder) to local emergency shelters. The FI team has conducted training to law enforcement professionals in the past, and is willing to conduct further trainings to emergency personnel and community partners on ASD, sensory regulation, and the use of sensory bags.  
	Requestor Name: Yohana Resto 
	Date Requested: 11/1/24 
	Date of Event if applicable: n/a
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