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Button Battery Ingestion
• Go to the emergency room 

immediately or call emergency 
services.

• Call the National Battery Ingestion 
Hotline at 

1-800-498-8666 for expert advice 
while en route to the hospital.
• Do not make the child vomit.
• Do not let the child eat or drink 

anything except, potentially, honey. 



• What should I do if I think my child has swallowed a battery?
• This is an emergency! Take your child to an Emergency 

Department immediately.
• If your child is >12 months old (1 year old), can give honey, 10ML 

or 2 teaspoons, every 10 minutes while you are on your way to the 
Emergency Department.

• If your child is <12 months old, do not give your child anything to 
eat or drink.

• If you are unsure, call Poison Control immediately: 1-800-222-
1222
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Damage can begin as soon as 15 min
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Walk through the house
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-
home/Pages/small-battery-safety-at-home-a-winter-holiday-

walkthrough.aspx
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• X-rays obtained to locate the battery should include the entire neck, esophagus, and abdomen. Batteries located above the 
range of the x-ray have been missed, as have batteries assumed to be coins or cardiac monitor electrodes. On physical 
exam, check both ear canals and the nasal cavity to exclude battery insertion. Obtain both AP and lateral x-rays for batteries 
in the esophagus to determine orientation of the positive and negative poles.  On the lateral film, the step-off is on the 
negative side of the battery.  (The negative pole has a slightly smaller diameter, fitting within the battery can which forms the 
positive pole.)  Anticipate complications based on battery position and orientation.  Damage will be more severe in tissue 
adjacent to the negative pole.

• Immediately remove batteries lodged in the esophagus. Serious burns can occur in 2 hours.
• If possible, and if the child is able to swallow, administer sucralfate (Carafate® suspension, 1 g/10 mL). Give 10 mL PO every 

10 minutes, up to 3 doses, from the time of x-ray determination that a battery is lodged in the esophagus until sedation is 
given for endoscopy. Honey has comparable efficacy (Anfang, 2018) and may be substituted for sucralfate suspension in 
children 12 months of age or older, dosed as outlined in #2, above. Do not give sucralfate or honey if the battery was possibly 
in the esophagus for more than 12 hours. Sucralfate or honey administration is not a substitute for emergent battery removal 
as these agents slow but do not eliminate tissue damage.

• Do not delay battery removal because a patient has eaten recently or because a patient was given honey or sucralfate 
(Carafate®) by mouth.

• Endoscopic removal is preferred as it allows direct visualization of tissue injury. After removal, inspect the mucosa 
surrounding the battery to determine the extent, depth, and location of tissue damage. Note the orientation of the battery in 
the esophagus: is the negative pole (side without the "+" and without the imprint) facing anteriorly or posteriorly? If possible, 
avoid pushing an esophageal battery into the stomach as the risk of esophageal perforation may increase.



• https://www.choa.org/-
/media/Files/Childrens/
medical-
professionals/clinical-
practice-
guidelines/button-
battery-ingestion-ed.pdf
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childrens.org/sites/defau
lt/files/2023-
09/esophageal-button-
battery-ingestion-
06042021.pdf
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