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SWFLHCC Pediatric Care Task Force Meeting Minutes

This meeting was held via Zoom on Tuesday, Tuesday, December 16th, 2025 2:00PM-3:00PM

Brian Massey Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition

Peggy Brown Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition

Olga Fernandez Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition

Valerie Teachout Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition

Adrian Damms Hendry Emergency Management / Clewiston FD
Michael (Mike) Hanna Lee Health System

Jeremy Hoglo HCA Raulerson Hospital

Angi Holmes Golisano Children’s Hospital

Lorie Jackson Florida Department of Health Highlands County
Lucas Karth San Carlos Park Fire Department

Jeff Lapham Peace Therapy, LLC

Lisa Pettit Riverwalk Surgery Center

Steve Portnov Rapid Response EMS

Grace Schill Florida Department of Health Charlotte County
Kathy Selby Raulerson Hospital Okeechobee

Niki Shimko Golisano Children's Hospital

William Stiles Florida Department of Health Okeechobee County
Donna Van Tol Florida Department of Health Collier County

Today’s presentation can be found on our website.

l. Call to Order

[I.  Summary
Button Battery Ingestion Management
Nikki Shimko, nurse manager of Golisano Children's Hospital's transport team,
presented on button battery ingestion, highlighting its increasing fatal outcomes
despite stabilized ingestion rates. She shared management recommendations,
including early X-ray identification, prompt emergency department transport,
and, for children over 12 months, administration of honey (10 mL up to three
times every 10 minutes) to mitigate electrical activity. The group discussed
implementing honey as a first responder treatment, with some counties already
considering this protocol.
State EMS Pediatric Transport Survey
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Niki presented data from the state EMS survey, showing that 98% of agencies
transport pediatric and neonatal patients, with many using equipment like
PDMate and NeoMate. She noted that while 73% of agencies reported having a
PEC, only 18% provided contact information, suggesting a need to better identify
and engage PECs in the region. Niki emphasized the importance of naming
contacts for PECs and ensuring their participation in EMSC meetings as a next
step.

Pediatric Emergency Care Survey Results

Niki presented survey results on pediatric emergency care practices across Florida
agencies, highlighting that 71.6% conduct infant mortality reduction programs but
face challenges like staffing limitations and funding constraints. The discussion
revealed that while 72% of agencies incorporate pediatrics in quality
improvement programs, 29% lack systems for age and weight-based medication
dosing, with Peggy suggesting advocacy for implementing such systems. Brian and
Peggy emphasized that agencies without PECs or proper pediatric systems should
reach out for assistance, and Brian announced upcoming PEC training modules
and a PEPI Training Summit.

Southwest Florida Pediatric Emergency Summit

The meeting discussed the upcoming first annual Southwest Florida Pediatric
Emergency Preparedness Summit hosted by Florida Gulf Coast University on
February 25th, which will feature 120 participants and include various training
sessions such as pediatric MCl, escape room training, and hands-on clinical
training. The event is designed for frontline clinical personnel and offers volunteer
slots for those interested in attending but not directly involved in pediatric care.
Brian and Peggy emphasized that the summit aims to enhance regional
healthcare professionals' readiness for pediatric emergencies, with potential CEUs
being pursued, and they encouraged registration through a QR code and website
link, noting that lunch and the presentation materials would be provided free of
charge. They also invited suggestions for sponsorship to ensure the summit's
success.

MCI Training and Resource Updates

The meeting highlighted several updates and initiatives, including the acquisition
of additional training kits and resources for managing mass casualty incidents.
Peggy and Brian thanked sponsors like Lee Health, Golisano, NCH, Sarasota
Memorial Hospital, and others, as well as FGCU for co-sponsorship. They
discussed the availability of the Disasters and Seconds Pediatric MCI kit online and
the loan of an adult training kit to an EMS agency for December and January. Olga
was recognized for creating a webpage with resources on PECs, and an upcoming
8-hour in-person HICS training was announced, hosted by AdventHealth and
organized by the Region 4 Tampa Bay Health and Medical Coalition. Attendees
were encouraged to follow the coalition on social media and reminded to log
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their attendance via a QR code or link. The conversation ended with an open
forum for sharing updates and information.

Coalition Updates and Therapy Initiatives

The coalition discussed several updates, including the success of a recent National
Coalition Conference in Texas and plans to present at the February member
meeting. Jeff announced the opening of new Peace Therapy offices in LaBelle,
offering trauma therapy services for children ages 2 and up. Kathy raised a
question about standardizing the naming of unidentified patients in hospitals,
which sparked a discussion about the lack of a national standard. The coalition
agreed to look into developing a simple, universal method for identifying
unknown patients. Finally, Peggy mentioned the possibility of receiving funding
for reunification starter kits, and requested feedback from coalition members
before launching the initiative.

Adjournment

Next Meeting:
January 20th, 2026 - 2pm — 3pm




