
 
 

 SWFLHCC Pediatric Care Task Force Meeting Minutes  
This meeting was held via Zoom on Tuesday, May 28th, 2026 2:00PM-3:00PM 

 

 
Brian  Massey Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition 

Peggy Brown Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition 

Olga  Fernandez Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition 

Valerie  Teachout Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition 

Adam Dubois Florida Department of Health 

Adrian Damms HENDRY EM 

Alis Valdes Lee Health Home Health 

Anna Kane DOH-Charlotte 

Ben Vieth Lee Health 

Brittany Bremer Florida Division of Emergency Management 

Carl Alvarez NCH System 

Carrie Shadduck Lee Health - Lee Memorial ED 

Charlotte Haglund AdventHealth Port Charlotte ER 

Cyndi Adame FDOH Hendry/ Glades 

Dawn Lawrence Okeechobee Healthy Start 

Donna Van Tol FDOH 

Hayley Acevedo Healthcare Network 

Heather Henderson-Scheu Chemonics 

Heather Esquibel Healthy Start Coalition Southwest Florida 

Jamie Billingsley Lakewood Ranch Medical Center 

Jessica Palmer Okeechobee County Fire Rescue 

Jose Martinez NCH PED ED 

Kelly Eastman AdventHealth Port Charlotte 

Kelly Ashworth AdventHealth Sebring 

Kevin Ponto Lee Health/Lee Memorial 

Lindsey Votour North Port Behavioral 

Lisa Abel NCH 

Lorie Jackson DOH-Highlands 

Maggie Fisher Advent Health 

Martin Redovan Cape Coral Fire Department 

Matthew Allen Collier County EMS 

Michael Hanna Lee Health 

Mitch Medevic Ambitrans Ambulance 

Niki Shimko Golisano 

Nikolett Szatmari Charlotte County Fire EMS 



 
Robert Gonzalez Correa Gulf Coast Village 

Shannon Mersinger Sarasota Memorial Hospital 

Spencer Price Lee Health Lee memorial ED 

Tashawna Gaines Lee Health System 

Teresa Deviese LMH ED 

Theresa Jimenez Lee County Port Authority 

 

 
Today’s presentation can be found on our website.  

 
 

I. Call to Order  

II. Summary 

Pediatric Resuscitation Speaker Discussion 

The team discussed a potential speaker from Medtronic who wanted to present on 

pediatric resuscitation, with concerns raised about potential conflicts of interest since he 

works as a product specialist. They reviewed previous action items including reaching out 

to the Child Life Disaster Group and Dr. Martin, with Niki confirming she would contact 

the Child Life Disaster Group and had spoken with Dr. Martin who was unavailable due to 

a scheduling conflict with a fundraiser. The team agreed to ask the Medtronic 

representative directly about any conflicts of interest and discussed the possibility of 

having him speak as a vendor instead. 

Pediatric Health Event Planning Updates 

The team discussed changing a planned keynote presentation to a panel session focused 

on social media messaging in pediatric health. They agreed to include an escape room 

activity and hands-on practice sessions for equipment use, with additional training 

sessions planned for the morning and a dedicated practice room available in the 

afternoon. The group also mentioned ordering another IV piece of equipment. 

Training Sessions Planning Discussion 



 
The team discussed plans for upcoming training sessions, including pain management 

and comfort techniques for children, with Niki agreeing to work with child life therapists 

on this topic. They confirmed that Brian would lead the exercise session again, and Dr. 

Martin was proposed as a potential speaker for effective communication. The group also 

discussed options for reunification training, considering either having a dedicated 

speaker or creating a hands-on demonstration area with sensory and reunification kits. 

Patient Simulation Exercise Planning 

The team discussed plans for a simulation exercise involving patient identification, with 

Peggy suggesting they could use cards for participants to match with patients. They 

explored venue options, with Brian mentioning a potential floor plan for the Cohen 

building. The group also discussed including a panel on best practices for working with 

families, potentially featuring representatives from the Red Cross, DOH, or Family 

Initiative, and considered inviting the Family Initiative to demonstrate their trailer. Niki 

mentioned agreeing to contact someone but not following through. 

Show and Tell Event Planning 

The team discussed plans for a show and tell event, including having Collier bring 

ambulances and Golisano as a backup option. They considered adding a mental health 

component, potentially featuring Jessica speaking about child and infant mental health 

after disasters or including therapy dogs. The group also discussed potentially having Tevi 

as a speaker and creating vendor show and tell slots for major contributors, though they 

noted the clinical route was already full. 

Event Planning and Speaker Discussion 

The team discussed potential speakers and activities for an upcoming event, including 

considering UCF as a speaker and exploring pediatric decontamination exercises. They 

debated logistics around using a tent for demonstrations and discussed including content 

on youth behavioral health after disasters and social media preferences for caregivers. 



 
The group also considered having someone speak about human trafficking awareness, 

particularly focusing on what to look for in children. 

CEU Session Planning Discussion 

The group discussed potential topics for upcoming CEU sessions, including human 

trafficking, with Peggy suggesting they could invite Sergeant Wanda who presents factual 

information without religious or political undertones. They also considered adding a fifth 

concurrent session and discussed potential speakers including Brett Russell, a pediatric 

critical care fellow from Wolfson/Nemours. The conversation ended with Brian being 

tasked to track down potential speakers and topics before their next meeting scheduled 

for the end of June. 

Healthcare Preparedness Summit Planning 

The team discussed planning for an upcoming healthcare preparedness summit, focusing 

on securing speakers and activities. Nikki was tasked with reaching out to Dr. Martin 

about participating in either communication on health issues or running mock code 

sessions, while Brian agreed to contact Curtis Dean and explore options with Zoll for 

monitor equipment. The group decided to hold a follow-up meeting on June 23rd at 2 

PM to continue planning, with plans to launch a "Peppy Challenge 26" summer initiative 

encouraging incorporation of pediatric emergency preparedness in training events. The 

team also reviewed feedback on disaster response kits, with suggestions to add plastic 

sleeves, phone charging cords, and headphones to future distributions.  

 

III. Adjournment   

 

Next Meeting: 
June 16th, 2026 - 2pm – 3pm 

 
 
  


