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PEDIATRIC DISASTER u rI ng a I sa ste r

Did You Know

Certificate of Need (CON) - A state regulatory tool to control the number of health care resources in an area.
CON laws require a hospital or health system to demonstrate community need before establishing or expanding a
health care facility or service.

Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) - A mutual aid agreement among states and
territories of the United States enabling states to share resources during natural and man-made disasters.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) - A formal agreement between two or more parties outlining their
mutual roles, responsibilities, and expectations regarding healthcare collaborations or projects.

Reciprocity - A mutual agreement between two U.S. states whereby each agrees to grant a license to practice
medicine to any person licensed by the other state.

Enforcement Discretion - Authority of regulatory agencies to decide whether or not to enforce certain laws
or regulations in specific situations.

Liability - The state of being responsible for something, especially by law.
Immunity - Exemption from legal proceedings or liability.
Licensing - A government-issued permission that allows a person to legally practice medicine.

Credentialing - Verification and assessment of the qualifications, training, and professional background of
healthcare professionals.

Privileging - The process of authorizing a healthcare practitioner to perform specific clinical activities or
procedures within their scope of practice.

Crisis Standards of Care - A change in the usual manner or caliber in which health care is delivered due to a
sustained resource shortage during a disaster or epidemic.

Scarce Resource Allocation - The systematic process of distributing limited medical resources in a fair and
ethical manner, especially during crises.

Scope of Practice - The activities that healthcare professionals are legally permitted to perform, given their
education, training, and certification.
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