
Providing Healthcare During a Disaster 
Legal Primer 

Overview 
Just as routine hospital operations transition into emergency operations during a disaster or patient 

surge, there is a similar transition to the legal parameters for providing healthcare during disaster.   

 

Key Concepts  
• Immunity is exemption from legal proceedings  

or liability. 
• Crisis standards of Care is a change in the usual 

caliber in which health care is delivered. 
• Scarce Resource Allocation is process of 

distributing limited medical resources. 

Who Should Know Legal 
Concepts for Disaster 
From executive leaders to field personnel, 
understanding emergency related legal concepts is a 
valuable competence for individuals with  
disaster response responsibilities, including: 

• Hospital executive leaders 

• Department of Health leaders 

• Pre-hospital medical personnel 

• Personnel conducting triage activities  

• Hospital-based providers 

• Emergency operations managers 

• Emergency response planners  

• Healthcare Coalition coordinators  

• Legal advisors  

Liability – Legal 

responsibility for care 

rendered and it’s 

outcomes. 

Disaster – Sudden large-

scale loss of life, damage, 

or hardship. 

Region V for Kids  
includes the states of 

Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Ohio and 

Wisconsin. 

Contact Region V for Kids at communications@regionvforkids.org 

More Information  
Learn more about disaster related legal 
parameters within Region V for Kids with the 
Legal Primer – Providing Healthcare During 
Disaster playbook.  
 
Visit the Region V for Kids website for the 
playbook and additional information at 
https://www.regionvforkids.org/legal-ethics. 
 


