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SWFLHCC Pediatric Care Task Force Meeting Minutes

This meeting was held via Zoom on Tuesday, June 16", 2026 2:00PM-3:00PM

Brian
Peggy
Olga
Valerie
Alis
Amanda
Anna
Ben
Carl
Charlotte
Cyndi
David
Diania
Donna
Grace
Jamie
Jose
Kelly
Kevin
Lisa
Lucas
Matthew
Megan
Mike
Niki
Nikolett
Robert
Shannon
Teresa
Teresa
Terry
William

Massey
Brown
Fernandez
Teachout
Valdes
Brunson
Kane
Vieth
Alvarez
Haglund
Adame
Massey
Tsenekos
Van Tol
Schill
Billingsley
Martinez
Ashworth
Gingras
PETTIT
Karth
Allen

Hill

Hanna
Shimko
Szatmari
Gonzalez Correa
Mersinger
Jimenez
Deviese
Beasley
Stiles

Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition
Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition
Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition
Southwest Florida Healthcare Coalition

Lee Health Home Health

Healthy Start

Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County
Lee Health

NCH

AdventHealth Port Charlotte ED

Florida Department of Health in Hendry/Glades
Lee County Emergency Management

Florida Gulf Coast University

Florida Department of Health in Collier County
Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County
Lakewood Ranch Medical Center

NCH

AdventHealth

Sarasota EM

Riverwalk Surgery Center

San Carlos Park Fire

Collier EMS

1 Asterisk Disasters

Lee Health

Golisano Children’s Hospital

CCFEMS

Gulf Coast Village/ Gulf Care Inc.

Sarasota Memorial

Lee County Port Authority

Lee Memorial

Lee Health

Florida Department of Health in Okeechobee




SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

HEALTHCARE
COALITION

Today’s presentation can be found on our website.

Call to Order

Quick recap

The PEPI Task Force meeting focused on including children in emergency preparedness
exercises, with Angie Bowen presenting on pediatric emergency care coordination. Angie
emphasized that 25% of the U.S. population are children and highlighted the need for
dedicated pediatric planning in disaster scenarios, explaining that children require
different approaches due to their unique anatomy, physiology, and treatment needs. She
discussed various training modalities from low-tech tabletop exercises to high-fidelity
simulators and shared how their regional healthcare coalition successfully implemented
shared equipment resources. The group announced the "PEPI 26 Challenge" encouraging
agencies to hold pediatric-inclusive training events between now and September, with
participants able to win prizes and be recognized as PEPI champions. The meeting also
covered updates on the Disasters in Seconds pediatric MCI kit availability and upcoming
plans for a pediatric training summit in February, which will target both clinical and non-
clinical attendees including ED staff, EMS personnel, and emergency management
professionals.

Summary

Children in Exercise Integration Meeting

The meeting began with technical setup as Angie tested screen sharing and Brian
provided instructions for attendance tracking. Brian introduced the agenda which
included Angie Bowen's presentation on including children in exercises, PEPI updates,
and an open floor discussion. Angie, an experienced nurse paramedic and pediatric
emergency care coordinator, was introduced as the presenter for the main topic about
integrating children into exercises and training.

Pediatric Emergency Response Planning

Angie discussed the importance of pediatric preparedness in emergency response, noting
that 25% of the U.S. population are children and highlighting gaps in current disaster
planning. She emphasized that children are not small adults, with different anatomy,
physiology, and treatment requirements including weight-based dosing and specialized
equipment. Angie suggested integrating pediatric elements into existing disaster
response exercises, starting with decontamination procedures and considering factors
like child-sized equipment and warming tools.

Pediatric Triage and Reunification Processes

Angie discussed the importance of using triage tools and practicing them continuously,
particularly for pediatric facilities in Tennessee. She emphasized the need for family
tracking and reunification processes when children arrive without caregivers, suggesting



https://swflcoalition.org/events/p-e-p-i-pediatric-emergency-preparedness-initiative-task-force-meeting-3/

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

HEALTHCARE
COALITION

simulation exercises involving unaccompanied minors and scared parents to test
communication and psychological responses. Angie highlighted the underutilization of
reunification tools and recommended integrating more realistic drills involving actual
children.

Pediatric Disaster Response Training Challenges

Angie discussed the challenges and recommendations for incorporating pediatric patients
into disaster response exercises, emphasizing the importance of using appropriate tools
and modalities to ensure realistic training without causing trauma to young participants.
She outlined various simulation tools ranging from low-cost options like tabletop
exercises and mannequins to high-fidelity simulators and virtual reality, advocating for a
blended approach to address different aspects of pediatric care. Angie also highlighted
the need for interprofessional teamwork, including pre-hospital, emergency department,
and other healthcare providers, as well as community partners like school nurses and PE
teachers in training exercises. Niki mentioned Florida's new law requiring emergency
departments to be pediatric ready, effective July 1st.

Pediatric Emergency Training Initiatives

The meeting focused on pediatric emergency preparedness and training initiatives. Angie
presented on pediatric emergency care, emphasizing the importance of including
children in training exercises, and agreed to share her slides with the team. The group
announced the "Peppy 26 Challenge" encouraging agencies to hold pediatric-focused
training events between now and September, with participants submitting photos for a
chance to win prizes. The team also discussed upcoming pediatric training opportunities,
including a new online reservation system for pediatric MCl kits and plans for a pediatric
PEPI training summit in February, targeting both clinical and non-clinical staff.
Adjournment

Next Meeting:
July 215t 2026 - 2pm — 3pm




